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A Baptist Association is a self-governing
fellowship of autonomous churches

sharing a common faith and active on
mission in their setting.  J.C. Bradley

Church News...

Thank you for praying for the following churches
during this time of pastoral transition:

Associational Prager for our Churehes

December
Week 1: Lake Lure - Rev. Anton Roos

Week 2: Long Branch Rd.- Rev. Jerry Ruppe
Week 3: Main Street - Rév Rick Brewer
Week 4: Montford Coyex Rev. Jerry Campbell
Week 5: Mount Vemon Dr Jim Whitlow

. ,‘,
January /
Week 1: Mountamfreek ev. James Daves

Week 2: Mountain View(P) - Rev. Bobby West
Week 3: Mountain View(R) - Rev. Ron Reep

Oak Ridge, Pleasant Grove and West Point

Piney Knob...is seeking a part-time Youth Minister. If interested
please mail resume to: 1042 Elliott Road, Rutherfordton, NC 28139. For
more info. call (828) 287-4330. Rev. Steven Cooper, pastor
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December Calendar

30-7 Week of Prayer for International
Missions, Lottie Moon Of fering 1
19 12:00 Noon School closes for holidays

Rev. Billy Honeycutt
Director of Missions
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Mountain View, Rfdtn...is searching for a Pianist for their church.
Contact Hilda Enloe at 287-4985 if interested. Rev. Ron Reep, pastor
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_ ) Week 4: Open Rev. Dean Baughn 24-26 GRBA Resource Center closed for
Corinth Baptist Church, Ellenboro...is seeking a Youth Ministries Moderator Christmas holiday
Director, Part-time 20 hrs. a week. E-mail resumes to AR EARNNARAAERAR RANAARANMAREA DR ANANA S
i icscribe. il to: i i < Listen to”NE F THE GRBA” on - 3
cc_)rmthchurch@muswscrlbe com or mail to: Corinth Baptist Church, 767 sten to”NEWS O E Dr. Bub Morgan January 1-2  GRBA Resource Center closed for
Pinehurst Rd., Ellenboro, NC 28040

A Great Commission Resurgence
62nd State Evangelism & Church Growth Conference
February 23-24, 2009

< WCAB 590 AM Sundays 7:45 AM j
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Treasurer

Mrs. Teresa Sams
Administrative

New Year’s holiday
13 12:00 Noon Ministers’ Conf/Lunch
18  GWU Ministerial Ed. Day for GRBA
20 12:00 Noon Secretaries’ Luncheon
25  Baptist Men’s Day

Ridgecrest Conference Center S Assistant & Clerk 26! GAapm GRB'A? Qerly ASSOC' Mg,
g West Memorial Baptist Church
Gardner-Webb University Ministerial Education Day - % > ADDRESS:
Sunday, January 18, 2009 this annual day in GRBA gives young ministe- 2@ 9 D S Quarterly Accociation Meating
rial students the opportunity to lead with a seasoned pastor in a worship o v BEB N. Washingtan St. Monday, January 26, 2009 6:45 pm
service. Churches in our Association will be contacted by Gardner-Webb S a =8 Rutherfordton, NC West Mamorial Baptict Church
inviting you to participate. = § > 28139
g = 7= .
Rest Stop Ministry g z 35 Bir thdays
With the coming of Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s, the Rest =g 8 = g OFFICE HOLRS: December
Stop ministry will be open on more days. The building will be open § g g S Monday - Thursday 15 Mrs. Sandra Swink Pleasant Hill
Thanksgiving week and each day December 19-January 4. Churches are 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 20 Mrs. Kay Hollifield Rutherfordton First
encouraged to host this and be blessed by the way God works when travel- Friday 22 Rev. Don Brooks Gilkey
ers stop in. A recent note from a traveler from Belton, S.C. in part said, 29 Mrs. Joyce Reep Mountain View (Rfd)
“We were on our way to Banner Elk on Saturday to see our granddaughter [R@gﬂ’, Sﬂ@[?) Mﬁmﬁgﬁﬁy 8:30 am—1.30 pm 31 Mrs. Debbie Brooks ., .- Gilkey ‘
play in a soccer match. We had carried a picnic lunch and was hunting a S N ,1\“
place to stop when we saw a sign ’clean restrooms.” Not knowing what we In October& November the following volunteers PHONE: January ) ) Y
would find, we stopped at your rest area. What a wonderful way to minis- hosted the Rest Stop: Calvary, Cane Creek, Chimney 878-78E-3778 3 Rev. Jerry Campbell Montford Cove
ter. It was the most thoughtful, cleanest, warmest place we could have Rock, Green Hill, Mountain Creek, Mountain View 4 Rev. Ken Hay Bill's Creek
found. Thank you so much for caring and ministering. God bless each one (R) Spindale First and West Point. 5 Rev. Lynn Williamson  Round Hill
that has a part in keeping this house so nice.” IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER, FAX: 9 R v' %i lliam Swink Pleasant Hill
Call the office to take a date for your church to be a part of this blessing. CALL THE OFFICE. 286-9278 828-287-9383 19 Mers. C Iac;;;nCamp bell  Montford Cove
ITEMS NEEDED:*COFFEE (decaf) *COOKIES (sugar free & reg.) 13 Miss Katie Vance Adaville
The Admin. Asst. will be on vacation Tues.-Fri. *CANNED SOFT DRINKS (diet & regular) ' @Eh-TIAIL: : ;; g’rr S'Bf rrf;ii}‘//sa”gh" if; igscfrCity ira
Nov. 25-28. The DOM will be in the office part of . . groai@pelisouth.net ' .
the day on Tues. & Weds. So if you need to come by K Tinemix oI oms / ;z f/lev. [V(Varre;n Elliott Zl;as;z;t Gcr[;);i)gg
the office, call first 286-9278 or 287-7214 (H). o Te e £




M.inister & Spouse Christmas Banquet
Will be held on Friday, December 5, 2008 at 6:30 pm
at Lake Lure Baptist Church
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M.inisters’ Conierence/Cuncheon
Tuesday, January 13, 2009 12:00 Noon
at the Association Resource Center

A $4.00 donation will help with the meal expenses.
All GRBA Ministers are invited.
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Quarterly Association Meeting

Monday, January 26, 6:45 pm at West Memorial Baptist Church,
Piedmont Rd, Rutherfordton

A letter in mid-January will be sent to all messengers reminding them of this
meeting. Be praying for this meeting as our churches gather for worship,
prayer, fellowship and inspiration. Dr. Wendy Edwards, who was scheduled
to be at the October Quarterly Association Meeting, will be present for this
QAM. As a team member of the Office of Prayer for Evangelization and
Spiritual Awakening of the Baptist State Convention, directed by Dr. Chris
Schofield, Wendy currently works with congregations, small groups and
individuals in nurturing spiritual formation as part of the Office of Prayer.
She will be offering insights regarding her work, availability to churches
and examples of spiritual growth and development.
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Sunday School Mentoring for 2009

On November 6, seventeen people representing twelve churches attended an
awareness meeting regarding a Sunday School Mentoring opportunity that is
being offered in the Association for 2009. This mentoring approach has
been developed by Phil Stone with the Baptist State Convention of N.C.
Rev. Brian Skeggs of Burkemont Baptist Church in Morganton shared infor-
mation about this approach to S.S. training, the commitment of the church
and the costs. For those present, remember, your commitment form is to be
in the Association office by December 17. A minimum of five churches is
needed for this training to be offered.

)

WMU Contact Information
If your church has not received information for promoting the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering, you may contact WMU NC for this material.
Executive Director-Treasurer: Ruby Fulbright
Physical Location: 1200 Front Street, Suite 110, Raleigh, N.C. 27609
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 18309, Raleigh, N.C. 27619-8309
Toll Free Tele: (866) 210-8602 Local Tele: (919) 882-2344
Website: www.wmunc.org Email: First initial and last name @wmunc.org

e U o s ) o oo P ot e o o o o o P o b e D eI o

North Carolina Baptist Foundation

Student Loan Funds & Scholarship Fund
NC Baptist Foundation has both student loan funds and a scholarship fund
for college students. Information on these can be secured by calling Lori at
1-800-521-7334.
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g e
m Hmmm The year 2008 is

quickly ending and churches are making preparations for
celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
With the birth of our first grandchild this year, celebrating
Christmas this year takes on a richer meaning for my wife
and me. That God willingly chose to come into this world
as a baby, live and journey in this world and give his life
for all people is truly the greatest story ever told. As
churches present music, share drama, make visits in the
community, hear sermons, give to mission organizations
and help in our community, may the Glory of God that was
in the highest that came to bring peace on earth bless each
church in our association.

Friday, December 5, 6:30 pm will be the Ministers’
Conference Banquet at Lake Lure Baptist Church. All of
our ministers and spouses are invited to attend. Ministers
should have received a letter with details about this ban-
quet, if you have not made your reservation, please call the
office or e-mail us ASAP to meet the December 1 deadline.

At our October Quarterly Associational Meeting, the
guest speaker was unable to attend due to a family illness.
Dr. Keith Stephenson, pastor of Second Baptist Church,
graciously, on short notice, shared about his visit to India
earlier this year and how the church continues to help in
the area where he visited. I appreciate Keith being willing
to step in and help in this manner.

So many folks in our churches and from across the
state have offered prayers, support and encouragement to
my wife and me as I have continued my recovery from an
accident in late May. On October 16 a dormant infection in
my foot awakened and I was in the hospital for four days.
Through more prayers, the skills of physicians and strong
antibiotics, I am making progress in recovering from this
infection and my foot is healing. [ appreciate the extra
work and efforts of Teresa, the office Administrative Assis-
tant, over these months.

Thanks to all who supported the Baptist Women’s
Day of Prayer and the strong contribution of bars of soap
for the Women’s Prison Unit. Thanks to Mary Lois Geer,
Association WMU Director.

May the joys of Christmas be rich in your heart as
we worship the Christ child in this season. Your continued
prayers for the Association and for me are appreciated.

Billy
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Rfd. Co. Youth Ministers Monthly Fellowship

Meets 1st Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am at the
Sandy Run Baptist Resource Center. Open to all youth ministers.
Call Howie Lederfind at (828) 429-7968.
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Newsletter items
This Associational year each newsletter will be for two months. News for
the February-March issue will need to be in the office by Friday, January
16. FEither send by email, grba@bellsouth.net, typed out and mailed to
GRBA 668 N. Washington St, Rutherfordton, NC 28139 or call the office at
286-9278.
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North Carolina Baptist Men

Sunday, January 25, 2009 is the designated day for Baptist Men to be
recognized in the church. Many churches will have men to lead in wor-
ship services, some will use the weekend to do community projects and
many will have a breakfast on that Sunday.
North Carolina Baptist Men are involved in many partnerships currently
that youth and adults can volunteer to participate in for 2009. For more
information on any of these partnerships, call 1-800-395-5102 ext 5607
or email: mabernathy@ncbaptist.org or go to www.ncmissions.org.
Eastern Pennsylvania Projects include: VBS, Evangelism, Sports/
Camps, Training and Construction
Vermont Projects include: VBS/Backyard Bible Club, Prayer walking,
Music/Drama, Sports Camps, Construction
Eastern Canada Projects include: VBS/Backyard Bible Club, Evangel-
ism/Outreach, Sports Camps, Construction
Rocky Mountain Work and Witness Teams This partnership has pro-
jects in Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico with a variety of projects from
Camp cooks to construction.
Hawaii-Pacific Projects include: VBS/Backyard Bible clubs & construc-
tion
Honduras Work and Witness Teams Projects include: Evangelism, Con-
struction and Medical/Dental or Health Clinic.
Ukraine Gypsy Church Projects include construction, VBS, sports,
drama, evangelism and glasses.
Adopt-A-Village Bihar, India For $2800, you will be providing a well,
literacy training, a bicycle for a church planter, 200 Bibles, hymnals and
a medical clinic.
Cuba Projects include construction of Cuban Baptist elderly home, con-
struction at Baptist camp and at Cuban Baptist Convention office.
Kenya Work and Witness Teams. Projects will be determined by talents
of team that is assembled.
Armenia Projects include construction or renovation of facilities that
can be used for local churches for worship.
Mission Camp Red Springs, N.C. (Robeson County) Largely construc-
tion projects with other special projects as well.
Deep Impact Projects include: Backyard Bible Clubs, Sports Evangel-
ism camps, construction, prayer walking, Creative Arts Evangelism,
Care Ministry. Deep Impact will be held four different cities in N.C., in
Pennsylvania and two countries over seas.

All information for each partnership, including costs and dates, is
available at the above contact information.



