Church News... &

Thank you for praying for the following churches
during this time of pastoral transition: "‘P 2 S

Camp Creek, Mount Vernon, Oak Ridge, Pleasant Grove,
Rock Springs, Spindale First, West Memorial

Pleasant Grove...Rev. Michael Morrison has been called to Oak Grove
Baptist Church in Meban, NC.

Rutherfordton First...Nov. 30-Dec. 1, will be presenting the drama/
musical “Christmas at Uncle Phil’s Diner”. Dean Baughn, pastor

Rock Springs...on Dec. 16 at 7:00 pm, the Sanctuary and Bell Choir will
present “All Through The Night”. On the 20th at 7:00 pm the Student
Choir and Drama Team will present “The Mystery of The Manger”, and on
the 24th the church will have a Christmas Eve Communion Service at 6:00
pm with special presentation by the Interpretive Team.

Dr. Herman Nodine, pastor

Dear Sisters in Christ,

I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart, for all your participation
for the World Day of Prayer. Thank you to Mountain Creek and to Moun-
tain View for opening your churches for such a wonderful thing as Prayer.
There were a total of 72 in attendance for both services, for a total of 17
churches that participated. We also collected lotion as our gift for the RED
BOXES to be given to the inmates at the N.C. Correctional Institute for
Women and Raleigh Correctional Center for Women. We had committed to
give 400 bottles of lotion. Again, this year, we went over our goal. The to-
tal count collected was 466 bottles. The 400 bottles were delivered to Camp
Munda Vista for the RED BOXES, 30 bottles were given to the Gideon's
Auxiliary for their ministry to the Women’s Detention Center in Rutherford-
ton, 28 bottles were given to Hospice and 8 bottles were given to the Green
River Association. Because of your generous giving a lot of ladies will have
a Merry Christmas. May God truly bless you all for all you do for missions.

Merry Christmas
Mary Lois Geer
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WMU Events as 2008 approaches...
February 11-17 WMU FOCUS Week
April 4-6 Mission Extravaganza at Ridgecrest, sponsored by WMU of NC

WMU in our churches and with the support of WMU of NC has supported
missions, educated people of our churches for mission support and has led
in raising millions of dollars for missions for over 100 years. That purpose
and mission is still their commitment.

Associational
Prayer for
our Churches

Week 1: Sulphur Springs
Rev. Ron Boone

Week 2: Wgst‘ Memorial
Mr. Tlmothy érown (1))

i
Week 3: West PoLnt
Rev. Johnny_érboro

Week 4: Westminster
Rev. Aaron Vess
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Listen to...
"NEWS OF THE GRBA"
on WCAB 590 AM
Sundays 7:45 AM
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Rest Stop Ministry )

In October the following volunteers hosted the Rest
Stop: Calvary, Cane Creek, Chimney Rock, Green
Hill, Mountain Creek and West Point.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER,
CALL THE OFFICE. 286-9278

ITEMS NEEDED:*COFFEE (decaf) *COOKIES (sugar free & reg.)
*CANNED SOFT DRINKS (diet & regular)

& /

A Baptist Association is a self-governing fellowship
of autonomous churches sharing a common faith
and active on mission in their setting. J.C. Bradley

BECEMBER CALENDAR

2-8 Gulfport Mississippi trip

2-9 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and
Prayer for International Missions

24-26 GRBA office closed for Holiday

Mrs Teresaﬂﬂms
~ Administrative
Assnstantﬁﬂlerk -
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Mrs. Sandra Swink
Mrs. Kay Hollifield Spencer 20

Pleasant Hill 15

Rev. Don Brooks Min.Ed./Gilkey 22
Mrs. Joyce Reep Mountain View (R) 29
Mrs. Debbie Brooks Gilkey 31




The Rutherford County Chorus presents...THE MESSIAH
An Oratorio by George F. Handel
Directed by Malone Thomason Organist: Timothy Scruggs
Thursday, December 6 at 8:00 pm
Spencer Baptist Church, Spindale, NC
Rehearsals are Mon-Tues, Dec 3-4, 7:30 PM
Spencer Baptist Church

Come and enjoy the 30th presentation of this inspiring music!
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ANNUAL HOMECOMING SINGING AT ICC

“A Christmas Homecoming”
Saturday, December 1 6:00 pm
with In His Glory quartet
Isothermal Community College
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CHURCH OF THE EXCEPTIONAL

will present their annual Christmas program
“Jesus is Born”
December 9 2:00 pm

New Begin IlillgS SOllp Kitchen continues to be in need of more
volunteers to help with food preparation for their Wednesday evening
meals. There are approximately 400 people per week who receive a meal
through this ministry. Meals are prepared in the former motel building lo-
cated next to our office building or some groups, mostly churches, prepare
a meal at their church facility and bring to the soup kitchen. There are
some changes that will be going into effect in January with the Soup
Kitchen. First, Jennifer and Zoran Naskov will become the lead couple in
directing the work of the soup kitchen and can be contacted at 288-8058.
Second, the meals will be moved from Wednesday night to Thursday
night. This will allow more churches to be involved in this ministry.
Steve and Ginger Ruppe will still be involved and can be contacted at 286-
7692. Consider being a part of this ministry as the new year approaches.

Rfd. Co. Youth Ministers
Monthly Fellowship

Meets 1st Wednesday of each
month at 10:00 am at the Sandy
Run Baptist Resource Center.

Open to all youth ministers.
Call Howie Lederfind at
(828) 249-7968.

D.A.S.H - 4 support group
for families of drug addicts

Meets 2nd and 4th Thursdays each
month at 7pm in West Point Baptist
Church Fellowship Hall. Contact
Lou Ann Hodge at 286-9993.
Lou Ann and her daughter are avail-

able to speak to church groups.

Sunday, November 4 was a great
day of celebration and thanksgiving at
Mount Vernon Baptist Church as they
observed their 175th anniversary.
Organized in 1832, the church has minis-
tered in their community, in and through
the Association and around the world all
" of these years. Congratulations to Mount
Vernon as they reach this milestone in
their service to our Lord.

The Rest Stop building is going
strong as the holidays are here. Many
people stopped by during the Thanksgiv-
ing week and weekend.  Green Hill
Baptist Church held prayer time at the building November 25-29 at 6 pm
in preparation for a weekend event in their church November 30-
December 2. There will be extra days the building will be open as Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day approaches. As amazing as this may sound,
people from all around the world stop at this building. Records from the
register book show people from China, New Zealand, Brazil, England,
Canada and most every state in the U.S. have stopped in. There are Bi-
bles, tracts, magazines available and the Holy Spirit at work as people
stop. We have no way of knowing who picks up these materials, but we
know the Holy Spirit is always at work in the hearts of people. I am grate-
ful for churches that have made a commitment to host the facility by hav-
ing people present on days of their choice and churches that take a day as
they can. I am also grateful for people who drop off coffee, drinks, cook-
ies, etc., from time to time to help with hosting the ministry. Churches are
welcome to participate and see how the Holy Spirit works to minister to
travelers.

Put on your calendar a Sunday School training time for Thursday,
February 21, 2008 at First Baptist Church, Forest City. The church is
planning an event for their S.S. leadership with Phil Stone of the Baptist
State Convention leading the event. The church contacted the Bible Re-
source Team of the Association and issued an invitation for churches of
the Association to join them in this training event. Put this date on your
calendar and more information will be mailed in January.

Also, put April 19, 2008, on your calendar for Operation In As
Much, a state wide one day missions blitz sponsored by North Carolina
Baptist Men seeking to have Baptists in every county in the state involved
in various mission projects on that day. The mission focus of the January
Quarterly Association meeting will be on this project.

“TELL ME! the story of Jesus” is the Week of Prayer for Interna-
tional Missions and Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, December 2-9, 2007
with a focus on Russia and Moldova. Churches of the Association will be
offering prayers during this time, setting offering goals and developing
creative ways to encourage their churches to reach their individual goals.

From Teresa, office Administrative Assistant, and myself, we pray
God’s great blessings upon you in this Christmas season.

Thanks for your prayers for the Association.

Billy

Katrina Hurricane Relief/Ministry

As of January 1, 2008, the work of Baptist Men of N.C. in Gulfport will be
concluded. Green River Baptist Association is planning a trip December 2-
8 to help reach the goal of rebuilding 700 houses. The group will travel all
day on Sunday, Dec. 2., work Monday-Friday and travel all day on Satur-
day, Dec. 8 to return home. The Association disaster recovery trailer is in
Gulfport and will be brought home as well. Cost for fuel is provided
through the generous support of our churches. Over this 27 month partici-
pation in recovery work in Gulfport, churches of our Association have do-
nated thousands of dollars to help with fuel costs and that has been a sig-
nificant contribution to this overall endeavor. Thanks to all churches that
have donated. At this time the following are registered: Roger Moore,
Thad Wall, Tommy Sunday, Lynn Blanton, Lynn Searcy, Dave Walker,
Hugh Cole, Tim Marlowe, Greg McFarland and Billy Honeycutt. Be pray-
ing for this group as they travel, interact with one another and fulfill the
assigned tasks. )

NORTH CAROLINA BAPTIST MEN
OPPORTUNITIES IN 08

1. Baptist Men’s Day January 27, 2008

2. North Carolina Baptist Missions Conference and
Baptist Men’s Convention:
Winston-Salem, NC, February 29-March 1
Speakers: Anne Graham Lotz, Mark Lowry
Music: Annie Moses Band

3. Mission Partnerships
A. Bihar, India April 2-9, October 1-8
B. Kenya, Africa Dates in March, April, Sept. October
C. Wyoming and Montana work and witness teams,
date determined by group.
D. Honduras, many dates available
E. Eastern Pennsylvania, various dates
F. Vermont various dates
G. Hawaii--Pacific most dates in summer
H. Cuba various dates
I. Sri Lanka various dates
J. Eastern Canada, various dates, most in summer
K. Uraine Gypsy Church mostly summer dates
L. Armenia mostly summer dates
M. Deep Impact, three summer dates in state and one in
Honduras

Contact the Association office for more information or call
North Carolina Baptist Men at 1-800-395-5102 ext 5607.



