Church News...

Thank you for praying for the following churches
during this time of pastoral transition:

Montford Cove, Oak Ridge, Piney Knob, Pleasant Gl"(;\'/'b,
Rock Springs, Spindale First, West Memorial

Oak Ridge...has called Rev. John Edwards as their Interim pastor.
Mount Vernon...has called Rev. Jim Whitlow as pastor.

Rock Springs...is seeking a full-time senior pastor. Send resumes to
Pastor Search Committee, 590 Lattimore Rd, Rfdtn., NC 28139 or contact
Pulpit Committee Chr. Kathy Eplee at (828) 286-9602 or by e-mail at
kmeplee@bellsouth.net. They will be taking resumes through February.

2008 WMU Events

o February 11-17 WMU FOCUS WEEK Theme “Living the Call Through
wWMU”

e April 4-6 MISSIONS EXTRAVANZA at Ridgecrest, sponsored by NCWMU
Friday: Regis. 1PM, 2:30PM Missions & More begins with activities until
8:30 PM
Saturday: Morning Session 9 AM, last session 8:45 PM
Sunday: Morning Sessions 8:15-10:45
The M&Ms ( Missions & More) at Missions Extravaganza will
focus on “Living on the Edge for God.” The categories will be:

- Missionaries

- Adults (Women on Mission and Adults on Mission)

Students (Acteens and Youth on Mission)

- Children (Girls in Action and Children in Action)

- Preschool (Mission Friends)

- WMU

- Young Women—specifically for ages 18-30

- General Interest.

U

Camp Mundo Vista
Girls camp for Girls in Action and Acteens, located in Asheboro, NC, will
begin June 11, 2008 with week long camps for girls and weekend Mother/
Daughter overnight camping. Great setting for teaching girls about missions
and watching God work in their lives to call them to missions.

WMU NC Week of Prayer and Heck-Jones Offering

February 11-17, 2008 has been chosen as a special Week of Prayer and
Heck-Jones ® Offering emphasis for WMU of NC. The theme: WMU-our
heritage, our heart , our hope highlights three areas that have marked the
unique ministry for 120 years as the life line for missions and missionaries.

The $1.2 million offering goal is approximately what it will take for WMU
NC to continue to operate at its present level The necessity for an annual of-
fering to give WMU a regular source of income is a reality based on the deter-
mination of the messengers to the 2007 Annual Session of the Baptist State
Convention of NC that WMU NC would not longer be a recipient of the
North Carolina Missions Offering. WMU NC is a non-profit 501©(3) organi-
zation. Checks should be made payable to and sent to: WMU NC, PO Box
1470, Cary, NC 27512. Each church will be acknowledged for their contribu-
tion as will individual gifts.

Associational
Prayer for
our Churches

Week 1: Chimney Rock
Rev. Gene Daggerhart

Week 2: Fellowshlp
Rev. 'Ferry White
Week 3: quest City First
Dr. gérry Ke_ys
Week 4: Qﬂkey __]
Rev. Marshall Dill
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Listen to...
"NEWS OF THE GRBA"
on WCAB 590 AM

Sundays 7:45 AM

\

= Please encourage
the youth groups
in your churches
to participate in
the upcoming

“Souper Bowl of Caring”

By collecting money on
February 3, 2008.

Information can be found at
NAMB’s special website
http://www.souperbowl.org/
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Rest Step Ministry \

In January the following volunteers hosted the Rest
Stop: Calvary, Cane Creek, Chimney Rock, Green
Hill, Mountain Creek and West Point.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER,
CALL THE OFFICE. 286-9278

ITEMS NEEDED:*COFFEE (decaf) *COOKIES (sugar free & reg.)
*CANNED SOFT DRINKS (diet & regular)
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\\\ "y M ‘/ @, A Baptist Association is a self-governing fellowship
\\\Qd[}:&f of autonomous churches sharing a common faith
\ \ & and active on mission in their setting. J.C. Bradley

IFEBRUARY CALENDAR

Week of Prayer, Baptist Retirement Homes
12 12:00 Noon Minister’s Conference/Luncheon

Rev. Billy Honeycutt
Director of Missions | 3.40

11-17 WMU Focus Week

25-26 State Evangelism Conference, Lawndale B.C.

29-Feb. 1 N.C. Bapt. Mission Conf./Bapt. Men’s
Convention, Winston-Salem

Dr. Barry Keys
Maoderator

Dr. Bob Morgan
Treasurer

Mrs. Teresa Sams
Administrative
Assistant & Clerk

BAPTIST RETIREMENT HOMES

ADDRESS:
BB8 N. Washington St.
Rutherfordton, NC

OF NORTH CAROLINA, INCORPORATED

Proupry SERVING OLDER ADULTS SINCE 1951

North Carolina Offering For Older Adults

28131 Every dollar contributed is used to financially assist
Older Adults who cannot pay the total cost of their care.
OFFICE HOURS: February 3-10, 2008

Monday - Thursday
8:30 am - 4:00 pm
Friday
8:30 am—1:30 pm

&Happy Binthdny
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(Egang/ DBranch Rd 3

Nhs. Rosie FLoee DHowell Retined 3

PHONE: Rew. Antan Roas Lake Lune 6
828-285-9278 Rew. Malone Ghomasan Wount Vernon 12
' WMs. Sonia Yarbaro West Point, 27
FAX:  Rew. Bob Hollificld Ridin Finst 28
828-287-9383 Rew. David gge#aad Wain Street 28

E-MAIL:
grba@bellsouth.net

Please note change in our e-mail address

Old address: grba@blueridge.net
New Address: grba@bellsouth.net




The First Baptist Church, First United Methodist Church, and
First Presbyterian Church of Forest City...... are continuing their new
ministry to separated and divorced persons. This Bible study/support group will
begin on Thursday evenings, February 7 from 6:30 - 8:30 P.M. at First United
Methodist Church, Forest City. Child care will be provided and at 6:00 snacks will
be served. Workbooks cost $15 per participant. Sessions will be led by Rev Jim
and Mrs. Jamee Shroyer First Presbyterian Church, Forest City. Call 245-6112 for
more information or to pre-register.
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Women’s Bible Study Offered by The Master’s Academy:
Begins Thursday February 7, 6:30 P.M.

The first series will be taught by Elora White and will be from the book of Ephe-
sians, entitled: “Off With the Old — On With the New.”

Childcare available-Registration required. To register call: 828-245-7203
(No cost for study) Brochures are available at the GRBA Resource Center
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Dear Friends In Christ...

Words cannot begin to express how grateful we are for your support. Be-
cause of your generosity our medical bills have been reduced significantly.

We appreciate each gift and each act of kindness. Above all, we cherish
each prayer and all the love we have been given. You have helped us more than
you can possibly imagine.

We know that we have been blessed by God'’s miraculous touch and the
Jaithfulness of His wonderful people.

Thank you from the depths of our being. May God bless you as you con-
tinue to serve Him day by day.

John and Barbara Perry

New Beginnings Soup Kitchen continues to be in need of more vol-
unteers to help with food preparation for their Wednesday evening meals.
There are approximately 400 people per week who receive a meal through
this ministry. Meals are prepared in the former motel building located next
to our office building or some groups, mostly churches, prepare a meal at
their church facility and bring to the soup kitchen. There are some changes
that will be going into effect in January with the Soup Kitchen. First, Jen-
nifer and Zoran Naskov will become the lead couple in directing the work
of the soup kitchen and can be contacted at 288-8058. Second, the meals
will be moved from Wednesday night to Thursday night. This will allow
more churches to be involved in this ministry. Steve and Ginger Ruppe
will still be involved and can be contacted at 286-7692. Consider being a
part of this ministry.

Rfd. Co. Youth Ministers | |D.A.S.H - A support group
Monthly Fellowship for families of drug addicts

Meets 1st Wednesday of each Meets 2nd and 4th Thursdays each
month at 10:00 am at the Sandy month at 7pm in West Point Baptist
Run Baptist Resource Center. Church Fellowship Hall. Contact

Open to all youth ministers. Lou Ann Hodge at 286-9993.
Call Howie Lederfind at Lou Ann and her daughter are avail-
(828) 249-7968. able to speak to church groups.

On Saturday April 19, 2008, a statewide missions blitz known
as “Operation In As Much”, is being sponsored by North Carolina
Baptist Men. The goal is to have Baptists in every county in the state
involved in various mission projects on that day. The mission focus of
the January Quarterly Association meeting will be on this project.
Mr. Mike Moser from Mars Hill will be making this presentation. The
meeting is Monday, January 28, 6:45 pm, Piedmont Baptist Church,
Maple Creek Road, Rutherfordton. Messengers have received infor-
mation on this meeting as well as Brotherhood and WMU Directors so
they can have a picture of this effort that they can share with men and
women in their churches.

February 12, 12 noon will be the next Ministers Conference
and all ministers of the Association are invited. An in conjunction
with that, Rev. Anton Roos and his wife Lilani, Lake Lure Baptist
Church, express appreciation for all the prayers and concern from our
churches due to his heart surgery and recovery. Continue to pray for
them.

Thanks for your expressions of support and for your prayers
for the Association.

Billy

North Carolina Baptist Men
Disaster Relief Update for September 2005-January 2008
Hurricanes Katrina, Ophelia, Rita and Wilma

Altogether there were more than 201,618 volunteer days of service, pro-
vided over 1,073,892 meals, completed 4,124 recovery jobs, provided
over 159,451 showers, washed more than 7,479 laundry loads and pro-
vided childcare for 560 children.

Gulfport, Mississippi, alone saw many recovery units, NC Baptist Men
generator unit, water tanker unit, and shower units in operation. Over
580,000 meals served from feeding unit/kitchen. Over 34,000 volunteers
provided over 170,000 volunteer days as well as nearly 145,000 showers.
Over 2,400 recovery jobs were completed, along with 716 rebuild jobs.

There were 428 profession of faith during the recovery efforts in Gulfport.

Eddie and Martha Williams were the long term coordinators for this pro-
ject. They were assisted by Gary and Edith Holland, Elmer and Barbara
Farlow, J.E. and Betsy Skinner and Curtis and Joyce Thrift. There were
volunteers from 41 different states and five different countries to work in
Gulfport. ‘

Thank you for helping with this effort to share Jesus’ love with people
who were affected by Hurricane Katrina.

North Carolina Baptist Men Opportunities in ‘08

« NC BAPTIST MISSIONS CONFERENCE & BAPTIST MEN’S
CONFERENCE on February 29-March 1 at Calvary Baptist Church,
Winston-Salem, NC with Speaker, Anne Graham Lotz, also, featuring
Mark Lowry, Terry Rae & the Annie Moses Band. $10 Regis. Fee cov-
ers materials, name tag and Sat. lunch. Regis. Deadline is Feb. 8. For
more info. call (800) 395-5102 ext 5613 or visit www.ncmissions.org.
Regis. form is available at the GRBA office.

« NCBM DISASTER RELIEF TRAINING on May 16-17. Location to
be determined. Training will be offered for Basic $35, Advanced $20,
Crosstrainer $30 and Recertification $20. Pre-registration required.
For registration info., call Mary Mountz (800) 395-5102x5606. Regis.
form is available at GRBA office.

e OPERATION INASMUCH, a hands-on one-day missions blitz for
churches to reach out to their community in service and witness, on
April 19. For more information go to www.ncoperationinasmuch.org
or call Gaylon Moss at (800) 395-5102 ext. 5605

Contact the Association office for more information or call North Carolina
Baptist Men at 1-800-395-5102 ext 5607.

Rutherford County Habitat for Humanity in 2008

The local Habitat for Humanity will sponsor in 2008 a Faithworks Coali-
tion of Churches that will be responsible for building and help with funding
of a house for a family in the county. This will be the fifth year for this
coalition that has brought together various churches throughout the county.
In 2007 four GRBA churches participated: Lake Lure, Mount Vernon,
Rutherfordton Second and Rutherfordton First Baptist. Habitat volunteer
Bobbie Tedford will be chairing the Church Relations committee of Habi-
tat that seeks to involve churches in this project. You can contact the Habi-
tat office at 248-3178 and get information for contacting Mrs. Tedford.

Sixty-First Annual Evangelism

and Church Growth Conference
February 25-26, 2008
Lawndale Baptist Church, 3505 Lawndale Dr., Greensboro, N.C.
“Evangelizing Our Culture with the Gospel”
evangelism@ncbaptist.org or www.ncbaptist.org

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS TRAINING

Thursday, February 21, 2008, 6:30 PM First Baptist Church, Forest City,
will be sponsoring a Sunday School Training event for all church S.S. lead-
ers with Phil Stone, Bible Study Leader for the Baptist State Convention,
leading the event. He will be offering ideas on what at R.E.A.L. Sunday
School looks like and how it functions. This training is for Pastors, S.S.
Dirs., teachers and officers. The Church is planning a supper to begin at
5:30 PM and the training at 6:30. Please call the Assoc. office, 286-9278
or email at grba@bellsouth.net, by Tuesday, Feb. 19 with the number from
your church attending the supper and training.



