Church News...

Thank you for praying for the following churches during
their pastoral transitioning:

Gilkey, Oak Ridge, Rutherfordton First, Sulphur Springs

Mount Vernon...has called Dr. Scott Courtney as pastor who will begin serv-
ing on January 2. Dr. Courtney comes from Oak Grove Baptist. We welcome
him and his wife, Lisa, and children Kaleb, Casey & Colton to the Association.

Piney Knob...will have a New Year’s Eve Singing on Dec. 31, 6-8pm, featuring
Miles Cooper, Amanda P. Cooper, Cindy Cooper, Asa Arrowood, Merrill &
Mildred Arrowood & more. A love offering will be received to help send Rev.

Steven Cooper on a mission trip to Nicaragua in February. All are welcome.

GWU ML.E. DAY
Gardner-Webb Ministerial Educa-
tion Day for GRBA will be on Sun-
day, January 16. This is a opportu-
nity for churches to encourage and
support a ministerial student from
GWU as they are seeking to follow
God’s calling in their life. Churches
should have received information on
this, but if not, contact Teresa Davis,
Administrative Assistant to the Of-
fice of Christian Life and Service at
704-406-4277 or tdavis@gardner-
webb.edu by Dec. 27 to include your
church in this opportunity.
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ANNIE ARMSTRONG OFFERING
NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS
March 6-11, 2011 is the suggested
date for churches to emphasize the
Week of Prayer for North American
Missions and the Annie Armstrong
Offering. The theme for the empha-
sis is “Start Here”. The national goal
for the offering is $70 million.

This emphasis focuses on the minis-
try of missionaries in North America
and the support they need. You may
go to two web sites for more infor-
mation: www.anniearmstrong.org or
www.namb.net.
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STATE EVANGELISM CONF.
Monday, February 28-Tuesday,
March 1 will be the dates for the
State Evangelism Conf. at Friendly
Avenue B.C. in Greensboro, NC.
Conf begins at 1:30 pm. on Feb. 28.

IRS ANNOUNCES 2011
STANDARD MILEAGE RATES
The optional standard mileage rates used
to calculate the deductible costs of operat-
ing a vehicle for business, charitable,
medical or moving purposes beginning

January 1, 2011:

51 cents per mile for business miles driven
19 cents per mile for medical or moving
14 cents per mile for charitable organizations
MINISTERS CONFERENCES
The GRBA Ministers Conference will
meet on the following dates and places
for the next three months at noon for a
meal and devotion:

Jan. 11 Green Hill Church
Brent Frady, devotion
Feb. 8 Association Office
Lynn Williamson, devotion
Mar. 8 Association Office
Billy Honeycutt, devotion
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WMU CONTACT INFO.
¢ Executive Director/Treasurer: Ruby
Fulbright
¢ Physical Location: 1200 Front St,
Suite 110, Raleigh, N.C. 27609
¢ Mailing Address: P.O. Box 18309
Raleigh, N.C. 27619-8309
Toll Free Tele: 866-210-8602
Local Tele: (919)882-2344
Website: www.wmunc.org
Email: First initial and last
name@wmunc.org
NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH, a

cross cultural ministry and a mission of
Iglesia Bautista Cristo Vive, started April
18, 2010. John Harrison & Jairo Contreras
are presently pastoring around 25 attendees.
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Associational Prayer for our Churehes
January
Week 1: Pleasant Grove
Rev. Brent Frady
Week 2: Pleasant Hill
Rev. William Swink
Week 3: Rock Springs
Rev. Greg Huntley
Week 4: Round Hill
Rev. Lynn Williamson

February
Week 1:Rutherfordton First

Rev. Doug Dickens (I)
Week 2: Rfdtn. Second

Dr. Keith Stephenson
Week 3: Southern

Rev. John Perry
Week 4: Spencer

Rev. Billy Vaughn

March
Week 1: Spindale First
Rev. Andy Evans
Week 2: Sulphur Springs
Rev. Jesse Mills (I)
Week 3: West Memorial
Rev. Charley Melton
Week 4: West Point
Rev. Lance Scarlett
Week 5: Adaville
Rev. Cal Sayles
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2010-2011 Association Budget Year
Month Needed Rcv’d. % of Bdgt.

October  $12,074.17 $11,100.10 92%
November 24,148.33  $21,894.42 91%

msmp LAST QTR. VOLUNTEERS: Calvary, Cane Creek, Chimney
Rock, Green Hill, Long Branch Rd, Mountain View (Rfd),
Rutherfordton Second Baptist.

Call the office to volunteer.
Thank you for your contributions

INNOCENCE IS PRICELESS ONE SUNDAY MORNING. THE PASTOR NOTICED
LITTLE ALEX STANDING IN THE FOYER OF THE CHURCH STARING UP AT A
LARGE PLAQUE. IT WAS COVERED WITH NAMES AND SMALL AMERICAN
FLAGS MOUNTED ON EITHER SIDE OF IT. THE SIX-YEAR OLD HAD BEEN
STARING AT THE PLAQUE FOR SOME TIME. SO THE PASTOR WALKED UP.
STOOD BESIDE THE LITTLE BOY. AND SAID QUIETLY. 'GOOD MORNING
ALEX. 'GOOD MORNING PASTOR HE REPLIED. STILL FOCUSED ON THE
PLAQUE. 'PASTOR. WHAT IS THIS? THE PASTOR SAID. 'WELL SON, IT'S A ME-
MORIAL TO ALL THE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN WHO DIED IN THE SERVICE.
SOBERLY. THEY JUST STOOD TOGETHER. STARING AT THE LARGE PLAQUE.
FINALLY, LITTLE ALEX'S VOICE. BARELY AUDIBLE AND TREMBLING WITH FEAR
ASKED. 'WHICH SERVICE, THE 8:00 OR THE 10:30?

anaary, Febrear,

Rev. Billy Honeycutt
Director of Missions

Mr. Chivous Bradley
Moderator

Dr. Bob Morgan
Treasurer

Mrs. Teresa Sams
Administrative
Assistant & Clerk

NN AN

ADDRESS:

BE8 N. Washington St.

Rutherfordton, NC
28139

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 am - 4:00 pm

Friday
8:30 am—1:30 pm

PHONE:
828-286-9278

FAX:
828-287-9383

E-MAIL:
grba@bellsouth.net

WEB SITE:
greenriverbaptist

JANUARY

11 12:00 Noon Ministers” Conf/Lunch
16 GWU Ministerial Education Day
18 12:00 Noon Secretaries’ Luncheon
23 Baptist Men’s Day
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FEBRUARY
Lunch

Bapt. Retirement Homes

MARCH

6-13 N. American Missions Emphasis
15 12:00 Noon Secretaries’ Luncheon
18-19 CBF, NC
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' A Baptist Association is a  self-governing fellowship
| of autonomous churches sharing a common faith
i and active on mission in their setting. J.C. Bradley
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31 6:45pm GRBA Qtrly Assoc Mtg, Oak Ridge BC

8 12:00 Noon Ministers” Conf/
6-13 WKk of Prayer & Offering for

14-20 Focus on WMU Week
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JANUARY

Rev. Jerry Campbell , Montford Cove
Rev. Lynn Williamson, Round Hill
Rev. William Swink, Pleasant Hill
Mrs. Gladys Campbell, Montford Cove
Mrs. Brenda Vaughn, Spencer

Dr. Barry Keys, Forest City First

Mrs. Kay Ruppe, Long Branch Road

FEBRUARY

Rev. Jerry Ruppe, Long Branch Road
Mrs. Rosie Lee Howell, retired

Rev. Anton Roos, Lake Lure

Rev. Malone Thomason, Spencer
Rev. Andy Evans, Spindale First
Rev. John Edwards, Oak Ridge

Mrs. Amanda Cooper, Piney Knob
Rev. Bob Hollifield, Spencer

MARCH

Mrs. Tina Hooper, retired

Mzrs. Gail Jones, retired

Dr. Keith Stephenson, Rfdtn. Second
Mrs. Rose Bass, retired

Mrs. Amber Keys, Forest City First
Mius. Betty Thomason, Spencer

Rev. Michael Jones, retired

Mr. Greg Settlemyre, Spencer

Mrs. Mildred Bradshaw, retired

Mrs. Dorothy Crawford, retired

Rev. Charles McClure, Mountain Creek
Mr. Tim Elmore, Mount Vernon
Mrs. Becky Spencer, Forest City First
Rev. Greg Huntley, Rock Springs
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COUNTYWIDE
YOUTH MINISTERS’
MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP

Meets 1st Weds. monthly 10:00 am at
Sandy Run Baptist Resource Center
Open to all youth ministers.

Call Howie Lederfind at
(828) 429-7968.
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NEWSLETTER ITEMS

The next newsletter mailing will be
for April, May & June 2011. Please
get us any news that you have by
Monday, March 14.
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COMMUNITY IN SCHOOLS
Over the fall months, many of our
churches have responded to the re-
quest from Rutherford County Com-
munities In Schools for help with the
weekend backpack food project. This
will continue to be a need as 2011
unfolds. If your church is not partici-
pating, you may call Charlotte Epley
at 288-0228 or by email at
execdir@RutherfordCIS.org for more
information.

2011 “MAKE YOUR WILL”

EMPHASIS
North Carolina Baptist Foundation is
available to help individual Baptists,
churches or families with financial re-
sources regarding wills or estate plan-
ning. The theme for this year’s promo-
tion is “Navigating Your Christian Estate
Plan”. NCBF is a service ministry estab-
lished 90 years ago to help encourage
and facilitate gifts for Baptist causes and
ministries. Informational materials are
available as well as speakers (at no cost)
for churches to access in addressing the
stewardship of resources beyond one’s
life.
Call 800-521-7334 or go to website
www.ncbaptistfoundation.org or email
at cstarling@ncbaptistfoundation.org.
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For information about Rfd. Co.Right
to Life, contact at 288-8424 or 223-
2107,

QUARTERLY ASSOCIATION
MEETING

Monday, January 31, 2011 will be the
winter Quarterly Association Meeting
at Oak Ridge Baptist Church. Regis-
tration will begin at 6:15 pm and the
session begins at 6:45pm. Reports
from Accounting and Place and
Preacher Committees will be pre-
sented. The mission message for the
evening will feature Stephen and
Nellene Carter, Mission Service
Corps Missionaries coordinating the
BSCNC/Vermont Partnership. There
have been some of our Association
Churches that have participated in
this partnership and hearing of this
ministry will help all of our churches
in mission awareness. Messengers
will receive information in mid-
January on this QAM.
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2011 MINISTERIAL TAX ISSUES
The Baptist State Convention of N.C.
is planning an annual Ministerial Tax
Issues and Planning Financial Sup-
port Seminar for Ministers and Key
Church Leaders in February. The
closest seminar for GRBA will be on
Tuesday, February 22 at Rutherford-
ton, Second Baptist Church, 191
Green Street, 9:30 am—mnoon. This
seminar will be for all church minis-
ters, secretaries, treasurers, church
personnel & budget committees, dea-
cons and other interested lay leaders.
Issues to be considered: What’s new
for 2011?, Biblical basis for provid-
ing financial support and the impor-
tance of church provided insurance
and retirement benefits, Tax issues
for ministers and churches, the dan-
gers of “package” or “lump sum” fi-
nancial support plans, best practices
for handling ministry—related ex-
penses of ministers; determining and
documenting housing allowance for
ministers. Reservations are to be
made by Monday, February 14 by
calling 1-800-395-5102 ext 5595 and
include the number from your church
and location you will attend.

The New Beginnings Soup Kitchen con-
tinues to provide some 350-400 meals on Thursday eve-
ning. An additional 4-5 churches agreeing to provide, prepare
and serve a meal once a quarter would be an enormous help
and a blessing for the soup kitchen and the churches. NBSK has
recently refurbished the area where meals are prepared and
served, making these areas more attractive. Pray about your
church participating in a very direct way. .

The Association / ‘\ year of October
2009 - Sept. 2010 N ews experienced
strong financial support as the
proposed budget f rom lth € wc;zs surpa;‘lsed by
500. 7 Thi the first
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met. Thanks be to @f God for his provi-
sion through our churches and some
the past Associa-

individuals during Missions
tional year. K /

During the fall the Rest Stop facility has seen many trav-
elers stopping in for the warm fire, refreshments and greetings
from those hosting the ministry. During December the facility is
open each day from the 17th until January 2. There are usually
many travelers who stop in during this time. If a church would
like to host the ministry during any of these days or the week-
ends in the months ahead, call the office. Thanks for your sup-
port of this ministry.

For calendar purposes, please note that the Spring
Quarterly Association Meeting is being moved from Easter
Monday, April 25 to Monday, April 18, at Piney Knob Baptist
Church.

You will see on the panel to the lefi an announcement
about a Tax Issues Seminar that will be held in our Association
which is sponsored by the Baptist State Convention of N.C. [
hope ministers and church leaders will be present for this. It is
an opportunity to be sure ministers and churches are adhering
to correct tax guidelines.

Recently I've been made aware through conversations
with church members of the many and varied ways that
churches of the Association are involved in mission/ministry that
makes a difference daily in our county and beyond. Prison min-
istry, helping with utilities, providing groceries for families,
supporting the backpack effort of Communities in the Schools,
visiting in skilled care facilities, repairing houses, cutting fire-
wood and on and on it goes. Being the hands, feet and heart of
the Christ Child in our day is expressed in so many ways by our
churches. God sees and knows your efforts and will bestow
blessings on our churches for your faithfulness.

Thanks for your prayers for the Association.

Billy

Daylight Savings Time resumes March 13, 2011

WOMAN’S MISSIONARY
UNION

WMU-NC is anticipating cele-
brating 125 years in 2011 and will be a
major emphasis of WMU-NC next year.
WMU-NC publishes a quarterly maga-
zine called “Tarheel Talk” that is a rich
resource of all that is provided by WMU
-NC and how this can help the local
church WMU and, in turn, the church.
The Winter 2010 issue contains a 125
day prayer guide for WMU-NC in corre-
spondence with the 125 year celebration
If your church does not get a copy, they
can be contacted at 866-210-8602.

GRBA WMU is in need of
women to serve in leadership positions.
If churches are to understand, support
with prayer and finances, and teach Bap-
tist missions, then WMU is essential.
Contact Mary Lois Geer with potential
leaders from your church. She may be
reached at 287-5435 or by e-mail at
loisanddavid@att.net. GRBA WMU
also asks for a $2.00 donation per person
from the church for folks in WMU
groups in the church. With a slim budget
of $2,650 for the year, these funds help
with expenses throughout the year.
Make a check to WMU and send to
Geraldine Hinson, 2860 Maple Creek
Rd. Rutherfordton, N.C. 21839.

WMU FOCUS Week will be Febru-
ary 14-20, 2010 with the theme
“Missions Unhindered” The purpose of
this emphasis is to help the entire church
know what WMU does in mission edu-
cation, prayers, ministry and financial
support of missions.

April 8-10, Missions Extravaganza,
Ridgecrest Conf. Center, offers a spirit
filled weekend of worship, training and
fellowship for the church WMU. Go to
www.wmunc.org for more details of this
event.

Heck-Jones Offering for WMU-NC
is received in February which is the ma-
jor revenue source for WMU-NC. With
a goal of $1.2 million, the support of
churches will be crucial for the vital
mission work of WMU-NC to thrive.
Go to www.wmunc.org for more details
regarding this offering and how to get
prayer guides and offering envelopes.

BAPTISTS ON MISSION

N.C. BAPTIST MEN

Baptist Men have published a Missions
DVD and Mission Project Booklet that is
an excellent communication tool portray-
ing and describing the many different op-
portunities for Baptists to be On Mission
for 2011. They also publish a Quarterly
Baptist on Mission magazine that is filled
with information that can help a local
church in its consideration of mission in-
volvement. If your church has not re-
ceived either of these resources, contact
by phone 1-800395-5102 ext 5603 to get
copies.

January 23, 2011 is the suggested day
for Baptist Men’s Day in the local church.
Many of our churches involve men in the
leadership of their AM service on this day
and some find a ministry project to do as
well on this weekend.

February 21 , 2011 Baptist Men will
be sponsoring a Spring Missions Rally in
the local region. Information on this will
be sent to churches in January for Bapt.
Men.

April 1-2 will be the North Carolina
Baptist Missions Conference at Calvary
Baptist Church in Winston-Salem. Speak-
ers will be Gary Chapman, Anne Graham
Lotz, David Nassar with the Annie Moses
Band leading worship. Theme “Love God
Love Others.”

Baptists On Mission is funded by the
Cooperative Program and the North Caro-
lina Missions Offering. The mission state-
ment of Baptist Men is “The goal of NC
Baptist Men is to help NC churches and
associations involve their members in mis-
sions. *
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BAPTIST RETIREMENT HOMES
February 6-11 is the dates for focusing
in our churches on the ministry of Bap-
tist Retirement Homes of NC. “Making
Life for Older Adults—The Best of
Times” is an ongoing theme of BRH.
The offering goal of $600,000 will be
used to help underwrite the cost of care
for residents who cannot pay for the
quality care they both need and deserve.
With homes is Winston-Salem, Albe-
marle, Asheville and the Baptist Elder
Care Network, BRH is ministering
across the state to older adults. For

more information go to www.brh.org or
call 336-725-0202.



